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AUGUST 6-8. AS IN PAST 

ARAFAT'S MAIN CONTACT WAS GERHARD GRUENBERG, 

POLITBURO MEMBER AND SEDCC SECRETARY OF AGRICULTURE. 
SUBSEQUENT TALKS RECEIVED FRONT PAGE COVERAGE IN NEUES 
DEUTSCHLAND THREE DAYS RUNNING, ALTHOUGH JOINT SED-PLO 
COMMUNIQUE APPEARED ONLY ON AUGUST 10, TWO DAYS AFTER 
ARAFAT DEPARTURE. 

2. COMMUNIQUE DESCRIBED TALKS AS HAVING TAKEN PLACE IN 
"FRIENDLY ATMOSPHERE OF MUTUAL TRUST' 1 LEADING TO AGREEMENT 
FURTHER TO DEVELOP RELATIONS AND DEEPEN COOPERATION 

B TWEEN TWO PARTIES. SED WENT BEYOND MERE EXPRESSION 
OF SUPPORT FOR "JUST STRUGGLE' 1 FOR PALESTINIAN SELF- 
DETERMINATION BY RECOGNIZING PLO AS "LEGITIMATE REPRESENTATIVE 
OF ARABIC PEOPLE OF PALESTINE" AND SUPPORTING ITS FULL 
PARTICIPATION IN GENEVA CONFERENCE. 

3. COMMENT. IN BACKING FULL PARTICIPATION FOR PLO AT 
GENEVA TALKS, SED HAS GONE FURTHER THAN GOP, WHICH TOOK 
NO STAND ON PLO ROLE IN GENEVA. HOWEVER, THIS WAS IN LINE 
WITH STRONG SUPPORT FOR PLO EVINCED BY GDR IN PAST. WHILE 
QUESTION OF OFFICIAL PLO REPRESENTATION CAME UP DURING 
ARAFAT'S DISCUSSIONS IN MOSCOW AND WARSAW, ARAFAT HAD NO 
CAUSE TO PRESS POINT IN EAST BERLIN, INASMUCH AS EAST BERLIN PLO 
OFFICE WAS OPENED IN OCTOBER, 1973. KLEIN 
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